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In 2013, the reauthorization of the Vi-
olence Against Women Act created spe-
cial domestic violence criminal juris-
diction. This was critical to holding
perpetrators accountable on Indian
Country, but it didn’t go far enough.
The special jurisdiction limits Tribes
to prosecuting only crimes committed
against intimate partners, not kids or
police officers.

As a former law enforcement officer
and homicide detective, I can tell you
that responding to these types of calls
was extremely and is extremely dan-
gerous for police officers. Within the
past 3 years alone, the Navajo Nation
has lost three officers responding to do-
mestic violence calls. We must honor
their sacrifice with action.

Further, these gaps in jurisdiction
put children who are victims or wit-
nesses to violence in harm’s way. It af-
fects families dramatically. It affects
our communities. It affects our coun-
try.

This reauthorization of the Violence
Against Women Act includes my legis-
lation, the Native Youth and Tribal Of-
ficer Protection Act. This lifesaving
provision would fix these jurisdictional
gaps and expand current law regarding
special jurisdiction. It would allow
Tribes to prosecute and convict non-In-
dian offenders who harm children and
law enforcement officers responding to
domestic violence cases, as any town
outside Indian Country can already do.

Few things have shaped my life more
than the 13 years I served as a police
officer. My first call as an officer in-
volved domestic violence. I still re-
member it and other domestic violence
and sexual assault cases. There are too
many to remember. Our society has to
change if we are to make life and our
families successful.

We must protect children and other
survivors of domestic violence and sex-
ual assault. I join my colleagues in de-
manding a full reauthorization of the
Violence Against Women Act. I am a
proud cosponsor of this legislation and
urge all my colleagues to support its
passage. It is long overdue.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
[ 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Dr. Lora F. Hargrove, Mount Calvary
Baptist Church, Rockville, Maryland,
offered the following prayer:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Let us draw nigh unto God that God
may also draw nigh unto us.

O God, author of all mercy and the
provider of all peace, in times of uncer-
tain and sometimes unrelenting na-
tional and global difficulties, look with
favor upon these women and men who
seek to serve with integrity from the
people’s House and bless them.

As the diligent work to silence ideo-
logical stalemates, to give voice to
Ubuntu—shared humanity toward oth-
ers—concretize concerns for all Ameri-
cans, especially the multitude of the
marginalized.

Help us all to understand the clarion
call to be unified, not uniform; to em-
brace diversity, despite racial, reli-
gious, and gender differences, knowing
that difference is never synonymous
with deficience.

Grant that all who are downcast and
downtrodden be uplifted by Your uni-
fying and amazing grace.

We ask this in the name of the One
who is the creator of us all.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING DR. LORA F.
HARGROVE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
TRONE) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. TRONE. Madam Speaker, it was
a true honor to hear the wisdom of Dr.
Lora Hargrove this afternoon. Her call
for unity, shared humanity, and peace
is perhaps more important today than
ever before.
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Dr. Hargrove is a native of Balti-
more, Maryland, just like our distin-
guished Speaker. She holds a doctorate
in ministry from Wesley Theological
Seminary, and she is working towards
her second Ph.D. in African Diaspora
from Howard University.

Dr. Hargrove comes from a long line
of servant leaders. Her father, the late
Judge John R. Hargrove, Sr., was the
first Black Federal prosecutor in Balti-
more and the first Black deputy U.S.
attorney. Her mother, Shirley H. Har-
grove, was a teacher and guidance
counselor.

Dr. Hargrove now serves as interim
minister at Rockville’s Mount Calvary
Baptist Church, where my wife, June,
and I have seen her practice many
times what she preaches. From hosting
HBCU college fairs to finding shelter
for women and children, Dr. Hargrove
lifts up our community every day.

Thank you, Dr. Hargrove.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
CLARKE of New York). The Chair will
entertain up to 15 further requests for
1-minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

DEFENDING THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Madam Speak-
er, Kerry from Tucson, Arizona, has a
daughter in middle school who has type
1 diabetes.

The countless doctor visits, the
fights with insurers and providers and
doctors and back again, and the ache of
watching her child struggle to be a nor-
mal kid on the playground is hard, but,
as Kerry said, the fear of not being able
to afford her daughter’s treatment is a
lot harder.

The Affordable Care Act saved
Kerry’s family. Before the ACA, there
were no legal protections for those

with preexisting conditions, and the
cost of coverage was simply
unaffordable.

President Trump continues his war
on healthcare.

I ask my colleagues: When can our
working families and mothers like
Kerry feel safe from the fear of losing
their healthcare? When can these fami-
lies come up for air from the medical
bills that drown them?

Arizonans and all Americans deserve
a country that is there for them with-
out question or condition. I will con-
tinue to defend the Affordable Care
Act, its protections, and lowering
healthcare costs for all families.

———

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE
THE TRUTH

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
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